
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections on the Vanities of our Lives 

 

Much has been said about the uselessness of storing our wealth for a life time of comfort, 

yet not many live to enjoy that wealth.   The vanity of the pursuance of worldly 

possessions cannot be over-emphasized in a world where many are bent on amassing 

wealth to the neglect of life beyond this world.   On a number of occasions we raise the 

issue of vanity of material possessions at funerals.   We have observed that our 

possessions do not follow us below, and I wonder how many people do reflect on our 

material possessions but leave as soon as possible to pursue wealth.   Would that we give 

material goods the proper place it requires in our lives and direct the rest of our concerns 

for the possession of that which lasts forever! 

 

Today’s message from the word of God is, perhaps, reminding us that the many things 

that occupy our time and labor are things that do not really matter.   Luke’s gospel on 

Martha-Mary episode Jesus told us that the only one thing matters and Mary chose the 

better part.   We have come to realize, following that incident and today’s stories that 

what really matters are things that are eternal.   That brings us to the realization that any 

properties accumulated that have no bearing to eternity would have to be given a second 

place in our priorities of values.  So, what things make for real value?  The saying that 

God made us for himself and our lives are restless until they rest in God, challenges us to 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 

you besides”  (Mt 6:33).  If our worldly pursuits are not for lasting peace, nor are they 

for eternal possession, yet we derive so much pleasure and comfort in the use of them 

now, to what extent are they vanities? 

 

The book of Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes) today draws our attention that our acquisitions do 

not lead to real peace and are vanity, (cf. Eccl. 1:2; 2:21-23).  On a general note, this 

book sounds depressing, and views all life as ending in this world.   Secondly, it also set 

us thinking over what life is all about.   Thirdly, what are our labors in this world all 

about?  The gospel today from Luke 12:13-21 gives us the answer. “One’s life does not 

consist of possessions” (Luke 12:15), Jesus said.   We are advised to try to be rich in 

matters pertaining to God.  We are to store up our treasures in God where moths cannot 

render them useless.   It therefore follows from St. Paul’s advice today that our lives and 

our possessions would be of great value if we live in Chris and practice the new 

approach Christianity brings which has value in eternity, (cf. Col. 3:1-11). 

 


